
 

 

 

  
 

MEETING MINUTES 
MRC OVERS IGHT  COMMITTEE 

 
LOCATION:  ZOOM 

DATE:  May 15, 2025 

TIME:  3:00PM-5:00PM  

ZOOM INFO:  JOIN: HTTPS://ZOOM.US/J/96730169873 
PHONE ONE-TAP: 
+16699006833,,96730169873# US (SAN JOSE) 
 

Information about the Oversight Committee including agendas, meeting minutes, recordings, etc., can 
be found at https://www.cchealth.org/health-and-safety-information/hazmat-programs/martinez-
refining-company-oversight/mrc-oversight-committee 

Topics of Discussion: 

I. Call to Order Chair: Nicole Heath (Director, Contra Costa Hazardous Materials Programs) called the 
meeting to order. 

II. Introductions 

Purpose of the Committee: 

• Ongoing oversight of the November 2022 spent catalyst release. 

• Oversight of evaluations related to the February 1, 2025, fire at Martinez Refining Company 
(MRC). 

Committee member introductions, including community representatives, MRC personnel, and labor 
union representatives. 

Committee Members Present: 

• Heidi Taylor (Healthy Martinez, community member) 

• Tony Semenza (Contra Costa CARE, community member) 

• Juan Bonales (City of Pittsburg Councilmember, community member) 

• Kent Hull (Community member) 

• Ken Axe (MRC, Process Safety Manager and Interim HSSE Manager) 



• Kristopher Keener (MRC, IBEW Local 302) 

• Donna Hearth (USW Local 5 Representative) 

        Contra Costa Health Staff Present: 

• Nicole Heath (Chair) 

• Miguel Zepeda 

• Glenda Kirststead 

 

III. Old Business 

a) MRC Dedicated Webpage 

• Dedicated webpage for the oversight committee launched. (see top of minutes) 
• Contains meeting agendas, minutes, presentations, and reports. 
• URL: cchealth.org/hazmat/mrc 
• The public is encouraged to sign up for updates. 

 

IV. New  

a) Presentation by TRC on Risk Assessment 

TRC Risk Assessment on the 2025 Fire presented by Jenny Phillips (TRC) 

 

Scope: Screening-level human health risk assessment evaluating air, soil, and surface water for 
potential impacts following the fire. 

Findings: 

Air: One exceedance noted for naphthalene; all other analytes below screening levels. 

Soil: Two analytes (silver and zinc) are slightly above background but below health-based 
thresholds. Arsenic exceeded the health-based level but was within the California regional 
background. 

Surface Water: No detectable contaminants in reservoirs; no further evaluation needed. 

No long-term health risks identified. No additional sampling recommended. 

 

Oversight Committee Discussion 

Community members inquired about the location of silver detection and requested clarification 
on particulate matter testing. They suggested comparing data from 2022 and 2025 to identify 
cumulative trends. Additionally, they wondered what would have happened if the smoke plume 
had passed over downtown Martinez, expressed concerns regarding the fence line monitor 
outage and the backup power plans, and sought clarification on the health implications of 
naphthalene exceedance in air samples. They also inquired about the health effects of benzene 
and other “naughty chemicals.” TRC explained that the detected benzene levels were below 
the acute screening thresholds. 

 

b) General Updates 



Upcoming Actions: 

• TRC and Contra Costa Health will revise the report with committee comments. 

• A 45-day public comment period will open in early June. 

• Public meeting scheduled for June 17th, 5:00–7:00 p.m. at the Escobar Administration 
Building and via Zoom. 

• The independent third-party incident investigation report will also be discussed at the June 
meeting. 

• MRC internal root cause analysis expected by June 30th. 

• Plans to conduct a full facility audit of MRC’s safety management systems. 

 

V. Public Comment 

No public comments were made during this portion of the meeting. 

VI. Round Table 

No items were brought forth. 

VII. Adjourn 

Chair Nicole Heath adjourned the meeting at 16:00 The public is encouraged to stay involved and 
attend the June 17th meeting. 
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