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Policy 4004 EMS
Aircraft Classification
and Utilization Policy

Upon reviewing the proposed policy
change, | have some concerns
regarding the removal of the
requirement for the air ambulance to
be staffed with at least one registered
nurse or physician. This alteration has
significant implications for the
operational capabilities of paramedics
under the unified scope within the
state of California.

First, eliminating the requirement for a
registered nurse or physician on
board the air ambulance will reduce
the level of advanced medical care
that can be provided during critical
transport situations. Registered
nurses and physicians bring a wealth
of specialized knowledge and skills
that are essential in managing
complex medical cases. Their
presence ensures that patients
receive the highest standard of care,
which is particularly crucial when
dealing with life-threatening
emergencies.

Moreover, the absence of licensed
physicians or registered nurses limits

The Contra Costa County EMS
Agency (“CCCEMSA”) is developing
a policy for flight crew with EMS
Aircraft operations. This would
include medical flight crew and pilots.
The focus on this policy is EMS
classification and authorization of
EMS Aircraft.

The state regulations specifically
define air ambulance and rescue
aircraft and the requirements for
medical flight crew. See Title 22
Social Security. Division 9
Prehospital Emergency Medical
Services. Chapter 7. Prehospital
EMS Aircraft Regulations Article 1
Definitions. A provider may choose to
offer a higher level of care if they
meet the requirements of their
classification; air ambulance or
rescue aircraft.

CCCEMSA does have a written
agreement with its EMS Aircraft air
ambulance provider.




the range of interventions that
paramedics can perform. Specifically,
paramedics will face restrictions in
providing critical care, as the
expanded unified scope only applies
when paramedics are paired with a
licensed physician or registered
nurse. For example, paramedics will
be limited in their ability to provide
vasopressors for patients in shock,
paramedics will be unable to perform
advanced procedures such as
endotracheal intubation in difficult
airway scenarios that require RSI
medications, and paramedics will also
be denied the ability to use complex
ventilator settings for multiple
respiratory diseases. These
limitations will negatively impact
outcomes for some of the most
critically injured and ill patients that
enter the Contra Costa EMS system,
as paramedics will be unable to
provide the most appropriate
interventions for these patients during
transport.

In conclusion, | urge the Contra Costa
County EMS Agency to reconsider
the proposed changes to EMS Policy
4004. Maintaining the requirement for
a registered nurse or physician on
board the air ambulance is essential
to preserving the integrity of the
unified scope and ensuring that
patients receive the highest quality of
care during transport.

Additionally, | would like to
understand why the EMS Agency
would consider reducing the staffing
requirements for air ambulances.
What benefits do the patients that
utilize air ambulances receive from
reducing this staffing requirement?

Found on our website —
https://www.cchealth.org/about-
contra-costa-health/divisions/ems

This agreement/contract sets the
requirements to be an air ambulance
provider in Contra Costa County.



https://www.cchealth.org/about-contra-costa-health/divisions/ems
https://www.cchealth.org/about-contra-costa-health/divisions/ems

Thank you for your time and
consideration.




