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I. PURPOSE

This policy outlines the requirements for EMS aircraft providers and flight crew members, 
including pilots, authorized registered nurses (“MICN”), and flight paramedics operationally 
domiciled within the jurisdiction of, or operating under agreement with, the Contra Costa 
County EMS Agency (“CCCEMSA”)

II. EMS AIRCRAFT PILOTS
A. Pilots who operate an EMS aircraft must complete an orientation to Contra Costa County 

conducted by their employer. This orientation must be reviewed and approved by 
CCCEMSA prior to the pilot operating within the county. The orientation must include the 
following:

1. Terrain and weather consideration to the geographical area in Contra Costa 
County.

2. Familiarity with local EMS and public safety agencies.
3. Understand how to operate radio communications among county dispatch centers, 

first responder agencies, on-scene ambulances, public safety entities, and, when 
applicable, the local base hospital and receiving hospitals.

4. Knowledge of operational information related to local hospitals, medical specialty 
centers, helipads, airports, and CCCEMSA approved pre-designated emergency 
landing sites.

III. AIR AMBULANCE FLIGHT CREW REQUIREMENTS 
A. Providers shall staff with a medical flight crew consisting of a minimum of two (2) 

attendants certified in advanced life support (“ALS”), at least one (1) of which is a MICN. 
1. MICN

a. Successfully complete employer’s flight program academy.
b. Must meet the qualifications of an authorized MICN as defined in the California 

Health and Safety Code (“HSC”) and authorized by CCCEMSA. 
c. Must be certified in:

i. Certified Flight Registered Nurse (“CRFN”), Certified Emergency Nurse 
(“CEN”), Critical Care Registered Nurse (“CCRN”) or equivalent within two 
(2) years of employment.

ii. American Heart Association (“AHA”) Basic Life Support for Prehospital 
Providers

iii. AHA Advanced Cardiac Life Support (“ACLS”)
iv. AHA Pediatric Cardiac Life Support (“PALS”), or Pediatric Education for 

Prehospital professionals (“PEPP”).
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v. International Trauma Life Support (“ITLS”), or Prehospital Trauma Life 
Support (“PHTLS”), Advanced Trauma Life Support (“ATLS”), or 
equivalent. 

2. A Flight Paramedic
a. Must be currently licensed in the state of California and meet the qualifications 

of an Emergency Medical Technician-Paramedic as defined in Title 22, 
California Code of Regulations and the HSC. 

b. Successfully complete employer’s flight program academy.
c. Must meet the requirements of CCCEMSA Policy 2002 Paramedic 

Accreditation.
d. Shall obtain a Flight Paramedic Certification (“FP-C”) within two (2) years of 

employment. Once certification is obtained,
e. A CCCEMSA accredited paramedic may follow the Unified Optional Scope of 

Practice when accompanied by a CCCEMSA authorized MICN. The 
procedures included in the Unified Optional Scope of Practice are:
i. Pediatric intubation
ii. Rapid Sequence Induction (“RSI”) medication administration including 

sedatives, paralytics, analgesics, and induction agents.
iii. Indirect video laryngoscopy
iv. Supraglottic airway devices.
v. Ventilation initiation, maintenance, and management.

f. Flight paramedics who have not obtained their FP-C certification must operate 
solely under and adhere to CCCEMSA’s field treatment guidelines and local 
EMS policies.

IV. ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT RESCUE AIRCRAFT FLIGHT CREW REQUIREMENTS
A. Provides rescue and has a minimum one attendant certified or licensed in Advanced Life 

Support (“ALS”). 

V. BASIC LIFE SUPPORT RESCUE AIRCRAFT FLIGHT CREW REQUIREMENTS
A. Provides rescue and has a minimum of one attendant certified as an EMT-IA, or an EMT-

I-NA with at least eight (8) hours of hospital clinical training and whose field/clinical 
experience specified in Title 22, California Code of Regulations, is in the aeromedical 
transport of patients.

VI. AUXILLIARY RESCUE AIRCRAFT
A. Provides rescue and does not have medical flight crew on board.

VII. ENFORCEMENT
1. Prehospital personnel, not in compliance with this policy, shall be removed from 

service in Contra Costa County and their licensure may be subject to discipline.
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2. Air Ambulance or Rescue Aircraft that do not comply with this policy may be 
subject to deauthorization of their EMS Aircraft classification.
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